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ORMOND STREET 

from Phillipa Mclntosh 

The "ORMOND STREET" mark appears in the London catalogue [L 1428] 
under the Unclassified and Controversial Marks of London on page 168 with the 
following comment: 

A few copies of this handstamp, all on letters from London to the 
provinces, are known. It would appear to be a General Post Receivlng House 
handstamp but 1t is 70 years earlier than any other with the name of the 
Receiving House. The appearance of the handstamp is unusual and, in addition, 
there is no record of a receiving House in Ormond street. Its status must, 
therefore, be in doubt." 

The example shown here appears on 
a letter written from London and 
bearing a date for July 13 1708. A 
long, detailed family letter, it 
carries some interesting references 
which might offer some clues. 

Although Ormond St. may not have 
had a Receiving House, Lillywhite's 
book on Coffee Houses contains this 
description : Great Ormond Street. 
This street runs from Queen Square 
into Lamb's Conduit Street; 
described by Hatton, 1708, as "a 
street of fine new buildings". 

Within the text of the letter is a 
reference to "Carolina Coffee 
House" which Lillywhite puts in 
* • • * — o r r r C ' - r U ' T ' 1 

and no help! J However, the letter 
carries a note " You may please to 
direct for me, at M*~ Thompson" s -
over against y® Golden-Ball in Red-
Lion-Street Holborn " Now Red Lion 
Street leads into Lambs Conduit 
Street, across which runs Ormond 
Street. It is just possible, given 
Ormond Street was "newly built", it 
also contained a newly established 
Receiving House but not one run by 
the Post Office. 

Now for some kite flying : could 
this mark be from a Coffee House ? 
One existed with the name "Ormonde 
Street Coffee House", which appears 
also in contemporary records as 
"Great Ormond Street Coffee House" 
and as "Brownjohn" s Coffee House". 

Being a new, fashionable street, 
it is not unlikely many went there 
to be fashionable and used the 

iJoMirreZ&fta 

MUCO, 
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facilities of the coffee house which, being newly established, put its own stamp 
on all mail handed in, by way of advertisement. The postal authorities, ever 
jealous of their rights, might well have quashed this display of all too private 
enterprise. 

Although there are few other "ORMOND STREET" marks extant, could a 
reader owning an example look for any reference to coffee houses and/or with the 
writer's address in the Ormond St. area. There might be just one piece of 
supporting evidence to strengthen the kite string. 

LONDON MARITIME MAIL LATE USE OF S. 4 

Browsing through a dealer's box an item, quite properly described as 
"TATTY", looked cheap enough to purchase, even if only for the clear address and 
ship directions. 

According to Robertson, S. 4 was used only tili 1792 yet this item 
carries the General Post datestamp for February 2nd. , 1798. The penny Post time 
stamp is, alas, imperfect, only FE . 2 being clear. 

There is no place of posting, other than an endorsement "Mr J. H. 
Storks 18 April 1797", which confirms the obverse dating under "Pr" Coverdale". A 
journey time of ten months suggests China. The name "Coverdale" does not appear 
in Robertson's ship index; it may have been an independent trader. 

Apart from being, hopefully, of interest to readers, the item serves 
to launch a request for all those with London Maritime material to drop a letter 
to the Editor, who intends to complete the Handbook section on the subject 
during the course of the year. All those responding will be invited to complete 
a working paper as their contribution. If you know of collectors outside LPHG, 
please get them to join in the project. 
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FOOTSCRAY AND SOÜTH LONDON 

Help Wanted by Mike English 

I have a number of letters from Henry Fratt, the Vicar of Orpington, 
to his daughter, a Mrs Salmon in Reading or Thornbury, Bristol, between 1799 and 
1802. Usually they have "Foots Cray" or "Chiselhurst" markings, although some 
were posted in the London Penny Post in south east London. 

As the contents are generally very interesting, I am transcribing 
these for publication in a booklet for Bromley Borough Local Historians. 

I believe there may be more letters in this correspondence which were 
sold in various Postal History Auctions to collectors and/or trade. Do you have 
any ? If so I would very much appreciate photocopies of the contents. I will 
refund all costs, acknowledge your help in the booklet and send you a free copy 
on publication. 

Many thanks. 

Replies via editor please 

LATE FEE SERVICE FROM WOOLWICH 

Information Sort by Peter Bathe 

I am after any examples of the late fee service from Woolwich between 
1861 and 1867. The letters would be from Woolwich to virtually anywhere in the 
country outside London. Posted between 4.15 p.m. and 4.30 p.m. at Green's End, 
Woolwich or between 4.15 p.m. and 4.45 p.m. at Church Street, Woolwich with 
dates from the end of May 1861 and July 1867. 

The letters would " bear an extra stamp " ( presumably ld ). However, 
it is likely both this extra adhesive and those for the normal postage Charge 
were cancelled at the SEDO. 

Not having seen any examples ( the Post Office retaining this service 
for six years suggests there must have been quite a few ), I am not sure how the 
letters were treated. 

If members have items which they think might have used this facility, 
I would be most grateful to receive a photocopy and other relevant information. 

Replies via the Editor please. 
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Extension of the Twopenny Post 

Post Office Notice 

General Post-Office, 
August 3, 1802. 

NOTICE is hereby given, that on and after 
Thursday next. che 5th Instant, in Addition to the present General Post 
Establishment, Letters will be conveyed to and from C R O Y D O N , W A D -
D O N , B E D D I N G T O N , W A L L I N G T O N , and C A R S H A L T O N , 
twice a Day, (Sundays excepted) by the Two-penny Post. 

By this Regulation, Letters put into the Two-penny Post Receiving Houses 
in L O N D O N before Eight o'Clock in the Morning, and before Two o'Clock in the 
Aftemoon; or into the Two-penny Post Offices in Lombard Street and Gerrard 
Street, before Nine in the Morning, and before Three in the Aftemoon, w i l l be 
delivered at the above Places berween Twelve and One o'Clock at Noon, and 
between Six and Seven in the Evening: Also Letters for the above Places 
arriving in L O N D O N in the Morning by the Mails, from all Parts, w i l l be forwarded 
by the Two-penny Post, and be delivered between Twelve and One o'Clock the 
same Day. 

The Departure from C R O Y D O N and CARSHALTON, by the Two-penny 
Post, will be at a Quarter before Nine o'Clock in the Morning, and a Quarter 
before Four in the Aftemoon; and from BEDDINGTON at Nine in the Morning 
and Four in the Aftemoon; and the Letters will be delivered in L O N D O N between 
Twelve and One o'Clock at Noon, and between Seven and Nine o'Clock in the 
Evening. 

The Letters for the above-mentioned Places, which may be put into the 
General Post-Office, or any of the General Post Receiving-Houses, will be sent 
from LONDON, by the Mail at Eight o'Clock at Night, as usual. 

In like manner all Letters put into the Post-Office at C R O Y D O N , after 
the Departure of the Two-penny Post in the Aftemoon, will be forwarded by the 
General Post to LONDON. 

This Regulation to be considered as experimental, until further Notice. 

By Command of His Majesty's Postmaster General. 

FRANCIS FREELING. 

Secretary. 

Prirned by March & 'Teape. Tower hiil. for His Majesrv's Stanonary-Office. 

Facw*it* "1 Ihr original 
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AN ELUSIVE LONDON SHIP LETTER 

When collect ing a particular area for a number of years, a feel f or 
what is elusive [no matter what the catalogue valuations might say] is developed 
and the finding of a stamp, long sought for, is always a delight. 

One such was an example of the London Ship Letter Robertson S. 12 
CL20öa]. The catalogue merely indicates a use tili 1815 and was rated "35" by 
Robertson L"E" by J ayJ - riot, one might think, too difficult to find. 

The not too brilliant example illustrated here is clear enough to show 
the crown variety and, what is curious, the "kink" in the outer frame ( a 
similar feature appears after a month or so on the scarce S. 32, the three line 
stamp which includes the date, see Notebook 101-120 ). Some assisting has been 
done to make these features clear ! 

By way of a bonus the letter is dated from FIRENZI 15th. October 1814, 
yet the London arrival stamp is "A / 16 FE 16 / 1815". Napoleon was still 
planning his escape from Elba , which took place a few days later, so the 
interruption of the mails that event occasioned could not be the cause. 

The postage charged was 2s. 4d to a port, other than London, plus the 
Inland rate to London. If one assumes mail carried across Europe [the use of 
Ship Letter stamps in conjunction with Hamburg Seagull stamps demonstrates even 
cross Channel/North Sea mail merited the the description of privately carried 
maritime mail], this might have come via Germany and the Low Countries [ls. 8d 
Single] plus the 8d from Dover [72 miles at the 1801 rate]. 
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Altogether a nice addition, proving again that material the specialist 
collector knows to be elusive can be found at a modest cost, especially if 
prepared to settle for something less than exhibition quality. 

CHEL5EA HOSPITAL AND PQSTAGE CHARGES 

The subject of the payment. or otherwise, of postage on mail addressed 
to Chelsea Hospital was dealt with in Notebook 40, published so long since it is 
worthwhile repeating [in part ] at least the Freeling summary of 1830 by way of 
introduction to the item to be discussed below. 

General Post Office 
28 th.April, 1830 

"My Lord, 

....The question was discussed in the year 1819 when it was decided 
the best and safest course would be to Charge all the letters addressed to the 
Hospitals [n. b. both Chelsea and Greenwich were involved - Ed] , in the first 
instance and to return the postage on the production of the Covers with a 
Certificate from the Treasurer, or deputy Treasurer, that they were on Official 
business, as in most instances the Acts of Parliament, giving the privilege of 
receiving such letters free to certain Officers were not strictly complied with, 
and the Acts themselves not very clearly defined. 

I am glad to see that the practice has been continued in strict 
conformity to the rule there laid down, the Covers always being sent with a 
certified list: - The same principle is observed in the other Public 
departments, where the letters are through the ignorance or misconception of the 
Writers addressed to individuals in those Departments, not having a privilege to 
recei ve them free, instead of to those who have that privilege - And the 
Solicitor is of opinion that under all the circumstances it is the best mode to 
pursue - your Grace will be pleased to understand that the matter has not been 
agitated at this moment on account of any remonstrance against the present 
regulation, from either of the Hospitals, but solely at my own instance, and in 
some desire to satisfy myself that in a case where the Revenue is so materially 
concerned, no laxity had crept into the system. 

I should cert ainly be glad if these Establishments could conveniently 
Claim the sums in their own official Incidents the result however as to the 
Public Revenue generally is the same and if your Grace see no objection, it can 
be understood that the existing practices be continued, while the circumstances 
which have given rise to it remain the same " 

In a letter dated 20 April 1830 Colonel Spicer of the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea wrote "..the system of transmitting to the Post Office at the end of 
each Quarter the Covers of letters on which postage has been charged (such 
Covers having my signature affixed thereto).." 

An example of mail to Chelsea Hospital is shown on the next page, the 
Contents of which read. . 

"Sir, 
Joseph Peters 23d Foot O^/IO^1 a Day, 

Limerick Ireland, 

Cambridge 
15 May 1833 

wishes to receive his next Pension at 

I am Sir 
your Ob Servt 
H McMarn" 

7 -
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The various marks track the progress of the letters. They start with 
the Cambridge date stamp 15th. May,1833, the "8" manuscript Charge followed by 
the General Post arrival date stamp "A 16 MY 16 1833", Struck in red. On 
transfer to the Twopenny Post Office, the "10 F. NOON. 10 / MY. 16 / 1833" was 
Struck and, presumably, the crowned "To be / delivered / Free" . The deleted 
framed "TP Rate 2" for Country delivery should not have been required in 
conjunction with the free stamp, the use of which was restricted to official 
letters of the Post office or the private letters of certain Postal officials. 
That this was neither an official not authorised private letter is why the mark 
was cancelled but this by the Westminster office six bar device [ L656]. The 
transfer to the Westminster Office is recorded by the "4 EVEN 4 / 16 MY / 1833". 

As it was late in the day, the FREE relating to the Fränking system, 
is dated the 17th, [ applied in the General Post Office] following which the 
second "TP Rate 2" was [presumably] applied. 
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The smudged mark under the deleted Free stamp is an offset f rom 
another back stamp. 

Authority for the claim is in red ink "Official" and a signature which 
appears to be "Jab R. ...?": it should be noted the reference number C38715 is 
also in red ink. 

Despite all the assurances from 1830, by 1834 this item suggests the 
treatment was no longer dealt with by a quarterly return of Covers and certified 
listing. Had such been the case, it isjanlikely this item would have survived as 
an entire 163 years later. 

The Handling of Official Parliamentary Mail in the 1820s and 30s 

material from Cavendish Auctions, Grace Dove and David Trapnell 

The Editor was interested to see an item in the Cavendish sales last 
year which showed a printed House of Commons envelope addressed " To The 
Churchwardens and Overseers of " ( the balance of the address to be 
completed by hand ). 

»niiiu»nmmna« 

To 
IIOUSE OF COMMONS. • .1 

The Chitrc/txardcus W, -~'J ' 
V l 

and Overseers <•/> 

FREE. \ A f ' l / * ^ 

POOR RETURNS. 

To 

'Die Clerk of 

The Hoiise of Commons, 

FREE. } 
F. F j e i l i so. j LONDON 

The description of the Cavendish item 
was: 

1820 ; an example of the rare HOUSE OF 
COMMONS / FREE / F. FREELING E. used 
to Aylsham, Norfolk, cancelled with a 
clear "Crowned/ FREE" d. s. in red; 
also the "POOR RETURNS" E. L. for 
return use unused, minor 
imperf ect ions. 

Both Grace Dove and David Trapnell have submitted examples of these which 
apparently included "Poor Returns" ( see auetion description ). The three 
examples shown here span the period 1820 to 1834 - can a reader extend these ? 

These are illustrated overleaf: all are shown in a reduced size. 

- 9 -
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IIOUSE Ol' COMMONS. 

To 
'The Ch wchwurdciis • 

and Ovcrsccrs cj \ . •.' 

< 7 7 

i ' V I Ä ' A ' . | 

^ F. FllElLIXG. J 

The 1821 example comprises a 
front ( x 3«" ) addressed 
to Sandbach, Cheshire. 

The 1834 envelope ( 5" x 3V£" ) is 
addressed to Basing, Basingstoke, 
the Churchwardens being omitted 
but presumably issued for the same 
purpose. 

IIOUSE OF COM M O Nü. 

To * 
/ •••": ' 

/ 

The Ovcrseers of : ( 
i' ' • • • • • i: 

U j ^ - J j . 

FREE. | 

F. Fkeelino.J 

Are there any further examples of these Parliamentary enquiry pre 
printed envelopes ? With Governments of all ages inflicted with the Elephant's 
Child satiable curiosity there should be some. 

TWOPENNY POST : A NEW WESTMINSTER OFFICE TIME STAMP 

[QR IS THIS "FRED" IN THE CHIEF OFFICE] 

by A. A. Thompson 

One of the purchases in 1992 was an entire comprising a separate outer 
enclosing a separate folded letter, both in the same hand and date related. The 
time stamp is that for the Westminster Office reading "18. PAID. 34 / 24 JY / 7 
NIGHT". Collectors of this material will be aware of the dating distinetion 
between the Chief and Westminster Offices, - "a difference always observed" to 
quote Brumell. 

10 -



The Receiving Office stamp for Walthamstow appears on the obverse. 

Reading further in my Brumell I was delighted to find "The Westminster 
jffice in Gerrard Street was closed in July: the exact date is not known but 
from the evidence of available speciniens it probably took place 011 the 24th. " 
The problem came when I found the Westminster office illustrations failed to 
show one with a double rim, this being confirmed with a reference to Jay's 
"London". 

Speculation then started. Was this a very late new type for the 
Westminster office to counter the change to a Single rim in the Chief Office 
( L481a - 1835 ) ? This was a possibility since the Chief Office had a Single 
rim unpaid stamp ( L4oö ) in use at the same time as the Westminster office 
Single rim unpaid t L4ob J; couiü a simnar Situation nave existed with the paid 
marks, in this case a double rim stamp for both Offices ? OR 

Was "Fred" working in the Chief office, possibly transferred thence 
with the closure of the Westminster office, forgetting where he was and using 
his old office date sequence, that is month/day and not the new [to him at 
least] day/month arrangement ? That the cover should have passed through the 
Chief office is supported by the place of posting, Walthamstow. 

Even as a "Fred", it is of interest to collectors of London material. 
Jay does not record any incorrectly dated Chief or Westminster office stamps 
used in the Twopenny Post. Given the "always observed" pattern of dating, such 
an inconsistency surely would strike another TP collector: I cannot believe my 
item is unique - please check your material ! ! 

LONDON MARITIME MAIL - A REMJNDER !! 

The Editor has, at last, returned to work on the Maritime Mail section 
of the Handbook and is preparing a working paper for members* input. 

If you have ANY material, please drop a line for a copy of the working 
paper for your information to be included. 
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A WEST HAM BYE POST LETTER 
from Keith Romig 

Although a little fragile on one panel, the item shown here bears a 
plate 4 ld. Black, nicely tied to cover without "obliterating" the adhesive to 
excess. The unframed TP / West-Harn, in black, alongside and the Stratford CSO 
evening duty for 7th. July, 1840 completes the picture. 

Although there are many Plashets in the country, the address is, no 
doubt, for what Barts Gazetteer identifies as "ward of East Ham, co. bor. ,Essex". 

LONDON BYE POST AND CROSS POST MAIL 

A number of Bye and Cross Post items have been noted during the past 
few months at various exhibitions and shows. Would readers please send in 
photocopies of any they have. Cross Posts, with their Penny Post marks are of 
particular interest. A few lines accompanying the illustrations will help !! 
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SOUTH AUDLEY STREET SO 

f rom G. M. Burtt 

It is always pleasing to be able to report a hitherto unlisted mark. 
In this case the unframed receiving house stamp L 514 for Audley. S*. SR, this 
example being in red. 

\Sh ii % 
x% 

SJs, % 
d^L-C—-

c X ^ U X l ^ s 

• s-> 

-1a i'X. C t/k. 

NEWSPAPER REPORTS 

supplied by George Crabb 

N O T I C E T O T H E P U B L I C . " 
G E N E R A L P O S T - O F F I C E . 5th March , 1842. 

ON and after the lOth instnnt, lhe BRANCH OFFICES at 
CHARING-CROSS, O L D C A V E N D I S H - S T R E E T , and the B O R O l ' G H , 

wi l l be kept open for the reception of Letter«, wi thout Fee. until G p . m . , instead 
of the present houro f 5-45 p . m . ; and the •ame Off ice» will remain open for the 
receplion of Paid Letters of every description, until 6-30 p.m. , inslead o f the pre-
«ent h o u r o f 6-15 p.m., underthe fo l lowing Regulation» ; nnmely, that all Letters 
to nofted between 6 p.m. and 6-30 p.m. will be «ubject to a F e e of One I'enny 
each , which Fee, as well as the Postage, must, as regards Inland Letters, be paid 
by Stamps affixed to lhe Letter«, though upon Foreign, Colonial, o r Ship Letters, 
the Postage and Fee may be paid by Stamps, or in Money, at the option o f the 
Sender. Jly co imnand, 

W . L . M A B E R L Y . Secrelary. 

I„ . G E N E R A L P O S T O F F I C E , March, 184S. 

N c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e f r f l q h e n t c o m p l a i n t s o f t h e l o s s a n d e x c h a n g e 
of Newspapers pasiing through this department, which is mainly attribn-

table to the insecure manner in which they are inclosed in their Cover«, persons 
forwardlng Newspaperf, through the Post-Öftice, are recommended to write the 
andres« on the pnnted part of the paper i t « l f as well as on the envelope, w h i c h 
wi l l , in a great measure, remove the e f i l , and tend to «ecure their »afe delivery. 

It ls to be distinctly understood, howevar, fhat nothing more m n t t be writ ien 
on the paper than the address o f the pertoo for w h o m it is intended, as it w i l l 
otherwise become subject to treble poslage. Byr-ommand, 

W . L. M A B E R L Y . Secretary. 

C A U T I O N ' T O T H K PUBLIC. 
G E N E R A L P O S T - O F F I C E , March, 1842. 

' & S i t is not safe to transmit Leiters' containing Coin or articles of 
£ J-V Jewellery through the Post, parties having occasion to remit small suins 

in cash, are recommended to make u>e of the "Money Order Oftice, where they 
wi l l ineur no liazard. M O N E Y ORDERS, ' for 'sums under Five Pounds . are 
granted and paid by every Post Tow-it in the United K i n g d o m , and by th'e Chie f 
Office in St. Martin'*-le-Grand,the three Branch Offices, Charing-cross, Cavendish-
«treet, and the Borough, and also by the principal Receiving Houses withiil tbe 
twelve mile circle. . . 

Those w h o may desire to remit Bank-notes or "drafts payable to bearer, may 
register the Letter on paymento f a fee of l s . in addition to the postage; in this 
case the «afest course will be to cut such notes, &c., in half, «ending each half , 
if possiblc, by two diflerent posts. In the case of Bank-llofes or Bank Post-bil ls 
beintr n-nt, the nuinbers, dstes, and ainonnts thould be cnrefully taken. 

VVith the great coiivcnience thu« atforded for transinitting «mall «ums at so l ow 
a Charge, und tlie power now given of regislering letters containing value. it is 
hoped the public will no longer forward Letter« of value, except in one or other 
o f tliese methods. By co imnand, 

\V. L. M A B E R L Y , Secretary. 
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N O T I C E TO T H E P U B U C . 
G E N E R A L TOST O F F I C E , October, 1842. 

/ R S i t is r o t s n f « t o I r n n ^ m i t L e t t e r s c o n t a i n i n g C o i n o r A r t i c l e s o f 
- T Ä . Jewellery througli the Post, Parties having occasion to lemit sm.-ill Sums 
in C«ili , are recommended to ' lnake lue of the Money Order Off ice, where they 
wi l l inrur.no hazajd. Money Orders, for sums not exceeding F ive I 'ounds, are ' 
granted and paid by everv Post Ton n in tbe United K ingdom, and by the Chie f 
Office in St. Martin's-le-Grand, the three Branch Offices, Charing-cross, Caven-
dish-street, »nd the Borough, and also by the principal Receiving Ilouses w i t b i n 
the twelve mile circle. 

Those who ma> desire to remit Ilanl; Notes, or Drafts payable to l.enrer, may 
Register the Letter on payrnen! of a fee of ls . in aildition ro the p->tag'< in (bis 
case the safeet course will be ' o cut such Notes, Jtc. in half, sending ra-.'h half if 
possible, by two ditferent poats. In the case of Bank Notes or Hank Post Bi l l« 
ueing senr, the Numbets, Dates, and Anionnts should ha earefully laken. 

Money Orders for any suin not exceeding . .^2. may be obtain'ed for 3d. e a c h : 
und for any sinn Over j £ l t and not exceeding j f 5 , for 6d. 

W i t h the great convenierice thös affoided for transmitting sinall fuins at so 
low- a charce , and the power now given of Registering Leiters contaiuing va lue , 
it is hoped the Public will 110 longer fyrward Letieri o f value, except iu one or 
other of these methods. 

By cominand, : W . L . M A B E R L V , Secretary. 
N O T I C E T O T H E PUBLIC. 

_ GF.NF.RAL POST-OFFICE, October, 1842. 
I T I S T o f R . E C E I V I N G - H O U S E S wi t l i in t h e l i m i t s o f the T W O -
SLJ PF.NNY P O S T , appointed for tbe I3SUE and P A Y M E N T of M O N E Y 

O R D E R S . 
... . RECEJVIN'G-tlOUSjES A y i T H I N T H E T H R E E MILE C I R C L E . 

General Post-offipe,St. MarlinVIe-Giand Islington, No.:86, ' Upper-street 
..( : B p t 0 j i g l i : . . " , . . . , : . . . Kennington-cross .Nö. 2 

KiygsLand-road, No. 4, Orchaid-place 
Larabetb,-No'.'S3,>Hount.street. 
Liinehnuse, N o : 44, Tiirce Colt-street 
Old «Kent;road,-No. 9 , "Northampton-

place T I I . : - -
Oxford-street, No . 210 
Piccadilly, No. 65 
I ' iml ico , N o . 28 , Queen's-row 
Ratcliffe, No . 77, Broad-street 1 
Strand, No . ISO, corner of Norfolk-street 
Tottenhain fourt-road. No . 103 
Upper Baker-street, N o . 54 
N o . . l , Whitechapel-road 

Battie 
Blooinsbury, No . 1, Broad-street 
Cainlierwell-green ; .,. ...• -
Camden T o w n . No . 93, High-street-, 
City-road, No . 36, near Old-atreet 
Dock-head, No . 11 
Gray's Inn-lane, No . 43, Upper North-

.placp •,„ ...,1 
Hackney, No . 8 ; Chnrch-street 

Barking 
Harnet- -
ISexley 
ßrentfprd ... -
Broinley, Kent 
Brompton,Middle 

sex 
Chelsea 
Clapham , . 
Croydon 

BF.YOND T H E TIIREF. MILE CIRCLE. 
Deptford 
Dulwich --
Edgeware 
Edmonton 
F.nfield 
Footscray 
Greenwich 
Hainmersmitli 
Hampstead . 
Harrow 

Highgate 
Hounslovr 
Kensington 
Kingston 
Lewishain 
Norwood 
Paddington 
Putney • . 
R iehmond, Surrey 
Romford 

Shooter's Hill . 
Southall 
Stanmore 
Strallord 
Sydendam 
Toot ing 
Waltham Cross 
W o o d f o r d 
W o o l w i c h 

W h e n a Postmasteria applied to for a Money Order, for the Metropolis, he w i l l 
be careful to a'scertain in what part of London the person in whose favour tho 
Order ia granted wishea lo.have it paid, so that the Money Order may be drawn 
lipon the Office ivhich ia ino-t convenient to hiln, and the PosmiHSter'will d irect > 
the Letter of Advice to'the Office on which it is drawn, as at (hat Office aloue it 
can be paid. 

A Money,Order.granted upon London, without specifying any particular Of f ice 
in London, can only be paid at the Genera! Post-offioe in St. Martin's-le-Grand. 

• By Cominand, W . L. M A B K R L Y , Secretary. • 

J-copcnm; Post-njjicc— The followin* 
Iicvv regulattons, which have been for 
some time in |»ro3r«>s, have just been is-

. b>' commatid of the Postmaster-Ge-
neral, Lord Maryborough:—« The prin-
zipal ofliee is at the General Post-office, 
öt. Martm's-le-grand, where letters may 
ue put in one hour later than at the rc-
ceiving-houses; but for the accommoda-
ion of the public at the west-end of the 

town letters will be reeeived at the offiee 
»t (..nantig-cross, corner of Cfaig's-courr, 

and a t the office in Regent-street, near 
Langham-place, half an hour later at 
cach dispatch tlian at any of the other re-
cetving-houses. There are now six de-
Jivenesand six collections of letters in 
London datly, and by this new regula-

' h e , seven o'clock delivery has been 
extended to all places in the environs 0 " 
town withm the circle of three miles 
rom the General Post-office, most o f 

which at present will have five deliveries 
five d'spatehes daily. The cotintry 

c n Z Z , ° f r t h e T - ° P - " 3 - p o s t h a s been 

ffi J n ' l e s f r o m t b e General Post-
olhce. r>eu'spapers, if put into any Two -
penny Post-office within the circle of 
three m.Ies from the General Post-office 
n f f i L P a v - t 0 t l l e COUIItry d i s t r i « s of this 
omee, if in covers open at the ends, for 
cne penny each; but from one part o f 
he circle to the other, or from tLe coun. 

t y to any part of the circle, or one part 
rhn , .emC°""Jry , t0 a " o t h e r ' t l l e l ) o s t aSe is tne same as for letters." 

5 " < W ; ? H r t i r . fbSS 

\ TTT IRDAY EVENING, JUNE 10, 1843. 
[ " A B A T M . Y -

iililic are respect* 
fcWorl: will take 

, J une 12, sup-
grauibilla.niid 

. Kornasari. 
the Clio-

kincipal Ar-
hundred 

|u ie , com. 
L. I of the 

, and 
[ited by 
lei'qiic, 
Vestra 

N O T i C E T O T H E PUBLIC. 
G E N E R A L POST O F F I C E , May, 1843. AS it i s D o t s a f e t o t r a b s m i t L e i t e r s c o n t a i n i n g C o i a o r A r t i c l e » 

of Jewellery through the Post , Parties having occasion to remit sinall 
Suina in Cash, are recommended-to make use of the Money Order Office, where 
they will incur no hazard. Money Orders, for Sums not exceeding Five Pounds, 
are granted and paid by every Post T o w n in the United K ingdom, and by the 
Chief Office in St. Martin'a-le-Grand, tbe three Branch Offices, Charing-cross, 
Cavendish.street, and the Borougb , and also by the principal Receiving Houses 
within tbe Twelve Mile Circle . . . 

Those w h o may desire to remit Bank Notes, or Drafts payable to Bearer, may 
Register the Letter on payment o f a fee of Is. in addition to the postage; in tbis 
case the safest course wi l l be to cut such Notes, 4 c . , in half, sending each half, if 
possible; by t w o diflerent Posts. In the case of Bank Notes, or Bank Post Bills 
being sent, the Ntimbers, Dates, and Ainounts should be carefully taken. 
. Money Orders for any Sum not exceeding j f 2 , may be obtained for 3d e a c h ; 

and for any Suin over and not exceeding for 6d. : ' . , 
. • W i t h the great convcnience.thus. «fronjed for transmitting small Stims'at so 

l o w a Charge, and the power n o w given of Räis ter ing Lettera containing value, 
it is boped the Publ i c w i l l no longer lörwajd Letters of value, except in one or 
other of these methods. ' * ' 

By ' c ommand , • ' ' . w . L: M A B E R L Y , Secretary. 

O R 1 

TURDAYJ 
Priday t 
the day 
to Felle 
days o 
ciety. 
bit ioni 
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COIN THROUGH THE POST : A POST OFFICE NOTICE 

5000—June, 1M9. 

By Cominand of the Postniaster General. 

N O T i € E t o t h e P l f i L l C , 
G E V E U A E P O S T O F F I C E , 

J a n u a r y , 1 8 4 9 . 
A s it is not safe to transinit Let tera c o n t a i n i n g Coin t h r o u g h the P o s t , P e r s o u s l iaviug 

o c c a s i o u to r e m i t smal l S u m s a r e earnest ly r e c o m m e n d e d to m a k e o s e o f the Money Order 
Office. M o n e v O r d e r s , for S u m s not e x c e e d i n g F ive P o u n d s , are granted a n d P a i d at ecery 
Post Tuwri in the United K i n g d o m , a u d at the f o l l o w i n g Of f i c e s and R e c e i v i n g H o u s e s in 
L o n d o n , vis. 

Chief Office, St. I»Iartin's-le-Grand. 

Borough, 
Cbiiriii"- Cross 

BRANCH OFFICES. 
Old Cavcndish Street, 
Lombard Street, [For iuuing Mmwy Order, only.) 

RECEIVING HOUSES WITHIN THE THREE MILE CIRCLE. 
H a l d e Bridge. Vo . l , pieanant ROTT. 
Blooniiburv, Vo . I, Uroitd Street. 
Cambertvell Green. 
Cainden T o n n . Vo. » S , Ill«rh Street. 
City Uoad , iVo. 3 0 , near Old Street. 
C lerkemrel l Green, X o . 4 1 . 
Coventry Street, Solio, .Vo. 1. 
Dockliead, Vo. O. 
E « M Indla Hoad. Palliar. 
G r a y » - Inn- l -ane , Vo. 4 3 , Upper Xorlta Place . 
G r e a t Surrey Street, Vo. 2 3 1 . 
Greac Toiver Street, V o . 3 « . 
K a c k n e y , Charch Street. 
l l l c h I l o l b o r u , X o . « 2 . 
lal lnctou. V o . SO, Upper Street. 
Kennlngton C r o u , Vo. 2. 

H l n n l n n d Hoad, .Vo. 4 , Orcliard Place. 
Eainlieth, .Vo. 3 3 , .Tfuinit Slreet. 
Elmeliouse, Vo . » 4 , T l iree Colt Street. 
.Tille End, V o . ö , Ireland It . ,n . 
Old K e n t K o a d , Vo. f>, Vorllivtmptitn l ' l a c e . 
O x f o r d Street, Wo. 2 1 0 . 
Plccadl i ly , Vo . US. 
Plmlico , Vo . 2 « , qneen'a Itoir. 
Ratcllfl 'e, V o . 77, B r o a d Street. 
Slloreditrll , Vo . 211 . 
Strand, Vo . S » 2 , opponlie V o r f o l k Street, 
T o t t e n b a m Court Hoad , V o . 1U3. 
U p p e r I l a k e r Street, V o . 5 4 . 
W a l i v o r t b , V o . 15, Crosfey Koir . 
We.alinlnater, V o . 8, B r o a d w a y . 
l V ü l t e c b a p e l l toad , V o . 1. 

RECEIYIHQ HOUSES IN THE NEIGHB0URH00D OF LONDON, BEYOND THE THREE MILE CIECLE, 
BUT WITHTN THE TWELVE MILE CIECLE. 

B a r k l U f 
l larnet 
B e x l e y 
Brent ford 
B r o m l e y , K e n t 
Brompton . Tllddleaex 
Carsbalton 
Cllel*ea 
C l a p b a m 
Croydon 
Deptford 

Dulvrlcli _ 
E d c e w a r « 
Edmonton 
Ellliaoi 
En Held 
Footscray 
Greenivlcli 
IIanimer*imtlli 
11 ampstead 
Ilauipton 
H a r r o ir 

IVeudon 
ItlKharate 
IComii lon ' KenslDiriou 
KIDENIOU 
Leiv lsham 
X o r n o n U 
P a d d i n s t o n 
Pntney 
ltlclinioiid, Surroy 
R o m f o r d 

Sliooter'* U l l i 
Soutliall 
Stau utore 
Stoke Vetvlnictou 
Stratford 
Sydenkaui 
Tootlnir 
Turnl iani G r e e n 
l V a l t l i a m Crown 
l V o o d f o r d 
»VoolHlcli 

W h e n a Postn iaster is app l ied to f o r a M o n e y O r d e r for the M e t r o p o l i s , he s h o u l d b e 
c l e a r l y i n f o r n i e d in what pari o f L o n d o n o r the n e i g l i b o u r h o o d , the P e r s o n to w l i o in tlie O r d e r 
is m a d e p a y a b l e wishes to h a v e it paid , that it m a v b e d r a w n u p o n the O f f i c e w h i c h is nearest 
the Spot, as a M o n e y O r d e r d r a w n u p o n L o n d o n , wit/iout speci/ying aiiy particular Office, in 
L o n d o n , can o n l y lie paid at the C h i e f Of f i ce r iu St . M ü r t i n ' s - I e - G r a u d . 

Pei-sous w h o m a y desire to remit Bank Notes o r Dra/ts p a y a b l e to the B e a r e r , o r o ther 
va luab le P r o p e r t y , m a y Register the Letter o n p a y m e n t o f a ' f e e o f 6d. in a d d i t i o n to the 
P o s t a g e . In the case o f Jiank Notes o r Bank Post liUls b e i n g sent . the jYumbers, Vales, and 
Ämounts s h o u l d b e care fu l ly t a k e n ; a u d the safest c o u r s e wil l b e to c u t such N o t e s , & c . , in 
half , s e n d i n g e a c h hal f b y t w o d i f f e rent P o s U . 

With the ijrcat convenience t/ius affordedfor transmilting small Sums at so low a Charge, 
and the power given of Registering Letters contaiiiing value, it is hoped the Public will, in all 
cases in/uture, aoail themselves of these methods. 

Reproduced ( reduced size ) by kind permission of Post Office Records 
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WHITECROSS STREET RECEIVING HOUSE 

from Keith Romig 

In his monograph on the Postal History of Southwark [Notebook 57, May 
19821 Alf Kirk recounts the history of, amongst others, the Whitecross Street 
Receiving House. In Brumells "Local Posts" Whitecross Street is noted as "Reeg. 
House within the Prison". 

However, as Alf Kirk points out, the Whitecross Street lay within the 
area known as "Clink", south of the River Thames, and has long been built over, 
remembered indirectly by the name on the block of flats on the site "Marshalsea 
Buildings". 

E,0 v . 

> m 

v. : V — ' r v ' i Jt •• ' 
• • v , 

The "E. C / Whitecross S^" ( in green ) appearing on the flap of the 
envelope posted on 24th. March, 1857 cannot be the Southwark prison receiving 
house. In the street directory for 1857 the Post Office lists Whitecross Street, 
Cripplegate, EC. 
ri ver. 

This must, therefore, be the stamp from an office north of the 

C H A R 1 W G C R O S S 

S.W. 
Having said that, it is most interesting to 
note the difference between the Champness type 
B2 and this example. As can be seen the type 
Classification shows the District Initials 
below the name. Do we have a sub type here ? 

WANTED. (for cash ! ! ) 

Material from BEDDINGTON, CARSHALTON and WALLINGTON, even just a note 
of any material you may have lurking in your collection: to the Editor please. 

User
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MAIL MISSING THE POST 

an example from J.W. Parsons 

Those who have been collecting for some time have to bear with 
comparative newcomers asking questions to which the response, unspoken at least 
one hopes, is "Everyone knows that !!". 

One such mark is shown here. 

This was posted on a Saturday in Liverpool and delivered in London on 
the Monday, evidenced by the back stamp as well as the "L" date stamp. Stitt 
Dibden had something to say on these marks in his "Late fee and Too Late Stamps" 
which I quote : 

' A number of special stamps were introduced, about which little is 
known. The circular stamp containing a large "L" [fig. 249] was issued on 
15th. April, 1857, to the London Inland Branch. Its use has never been 
satisfactorily explained but a reference I have found in the 1843 Select 
Committee Report suggests a reason for use. 

• Robert Smith, the Supertendent of the London Two-Penny Post was 
asked (2nd August, 1843) ..." Does it not happen that the General Post letter 
carriers occasionally leave letters behind them in the morning upon which the 
letter "L" is marked ? there are a few cases sometimes. How does that arise 
? It may be that in consequence of the late arrival of the mail ( a footnote 
adds " into London by coach or rail " ), that the letters are not quite prepared 
by the time that the letter carriers have to be dispatched, but it is very 
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seldom the case. . ." Smith went on to explain that certain types of missorted 
letters also received the stamp, which was used to denote that the two-Penny 
Post department had received the item from the general Post office too late for 
delivery by the letter carriers of that Department. 1 ( End of SD quote. ) 

There could be some connection with the intervening Sunday but without 
the postal clerk's records, which it is presumed would list mail receiving the 
special mark eise subsequent enquiry would be thwarted, we are left, as was SD 
with speculation. Further examples might help to resolve yet another London 
query. 

PRUSSIA REGISTERED AND LONDON R5 DATESTAMP 

from Vivien Sussex 

The item illustrated here was prepaid from Breslau by the 4 and 3 
Groschen adhesives for the registered post to London on the 22nd.July, 1869. 

The manuscript numbering 18, 50, 7 across the face relate to postage. 

In addition to the Crown/Registered stamp it carries the circular 
PRUSSIA REGISTERED code A for the 24th. July, this probably being applied on the 
TPO to London. 

Because of this treatment it seems likely the normal oval REGISTERED 
was not applied on arrival in London but use was made of the LONDON R. 5 on the 
26th. July ( Struck in an orange-red ). 

This is a new c. d. s. to me and I would appreciate information on the 
significance of "R. 5" - is there, perhaps, a series of "R" numbers ? 



THE FIRST HOSTER 

In Notebook 23 the late Derek Holliday gave an illustration of just 
the cancellation for the first Hoster. We have been fortunate in receiving a 
photocopy of the only recorded surviving example on cover. The quality is 
affected by the coloured envelope, adversely affecting the Illustration below. 

It is worth repeating what Derek had to say: 

"After some trials, the G. P. 0. purchased some machines in 1884 for 
£105 each. These devices were probably a development of the Azemar and were 
marketed by a German, Albert Hoster. They stamped letters at 500/minute but were 
unreliable and required numerous repairs. 

"The trials were in 1882 and 1883 and, according to Stitt Dibden, were 
"only on undel'ivered mail in the dead letter office". The first trial produced 
a cancellation considerably smaller than all the others. Only one copy, dated 
27th. October, 1882 is known. " 

There is a minute, No. 9851 of 7th. August. , 1883, in Post Office 
Archives recording that two Hoster stamping machines, submitted by Messrs 
Newton, Wilson & Co. had been on trial in the London Inland office for nearly a 
year. 

To quote from Colonel Crouch in the Philatelie Adviser of November 
1943 "the first trial took place in London in 1882 and the above example may be 
a relic of that trial. it bears an Italian 25 cent blue stamp which is cancelled 
by this experimental obliteration. " 

This does not teil the whole story. The Italian adhesive is, in fact, 
cancelled by a very feint Italian cancellation. The London Paid arrival mark in 
red is dated 18th. September, 1882, six weeks before the Hoster dating. 

However, note the person to whom the letter is addressed. How could it 
be that addressed to Massey, so well known to the postal authorities, and with 
the expertise of those responsible for ensuring the correct delivery of mail, 
this cover could ever truly be " undelivered mail " ? One suggestion is for 
Massey to have been attending the Post Office on business, had the envelope in 
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his pocket and took the opportunity of securing an example of this new machine. 
He did have more than a passing interest in the production of cancelling devices 
and it would be as well for him to be aware of what was going on. No evidence 
for this but clearly identified speculation may be of interest. 

CHISWICK 57 SUBURBAN NOW RECORDED 

from Vic Walker 

This quite delightful example of the Chiswick Suburban 57 appears on 
an undated QV halfpenny wrapper, sent to New South wales, and incurring a 4ted 
Charge. Quite superb strikes. 

c / ^ Z u ^ f 

DEF-ÖENI POSTAS 
F M L 

r k 'j 

i d . 

U 
i 

M 
Originally Chiswick used either Provincial type cancellations numbered 

42 or London Town Office cancellations. In the 1892 list number 57 was allocated 
to Chiswick in the Suburban Series. What a pity wrappers are so rarely 
datestamped with transit/arrival marks. 

THE POSTS OF SEVENOAKS IN KENT : A REVIEW 

Despite the title, there is much to interest the collector of just 
London material in this very fine example of what the devoted postal historian, 
in this case Archie Donald, with a gift for the written word, can achieve. 

A few basic facts. A hardback, comprising some 452 pages of text, plus 
some introductory information, which should not be "skipped". The sub title 
reads : " An Account of the Handling and Transportation of the Written 
Communication of Sevenoaks District (Westerham to Wrotham, Biggen Hill to 
Edenbridge) on the Road to Rye and Hastings. AD 1085 to 1985/6 " 

Yes, it does start AD 1085. 

- 2 0 -
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The several chapters span a discrete number of years, save Chapters V 
and VI, which cover quite separate subjects within the period 1801 - 1839. The 
first is entitled " Messengers and Pursuivants " and includes a brief Single 
line " Chronologie ", or rather potted history, of the period. The first entry 
is : " 1085 Otford Manorial Postal Duties - carrying letters of the Archbishop " 
and includes numerous references to early letters. ( Makes the Corsinis appear 
to be late-comers. ) 

Corsini correspondence does feature, as do several other examples from 
later in the period, fully described in the text and forming part of a detailed 
and instructive background to the mails of this early period. 

Chapter II , entitled " Postboys on Horseback ", Covers the short 
period of 1625 - 1695, which includes the time when the Post became a public 
service, for which a grateful public beheaded the King and " enjoyed " postal 
chaos, a Republican administration, a restored Monarchy and the further 
turbulence with the enforced departure of James. The chapter title conceals a 
ränge of topics which includes Postmasters, Road Books, Farming to name but 
three. 

Chapter III, " 1695 - 1770, Post Office Surveyors, Cross Posts and 
Turnpikes ". Road Books again feature, as does a section " Letter Stealing a 
Felony punishable by Death " and one of the most significant changes in 
transport, " The Coming of the Turnpikes ". Page 75 shows a ( modern ) 
photograph of the Cross Road through Oldbury near Ightham. Described as " a 
typical narrow ' holloway 1 . If as bad when in use as a cross road as it now 
appears, then the post delays can be understood. 

Chapter IV, " 1770 - 1801 , Mail Carts and Robberies " covers a period 
of much change in London, this matched in many ways by the great improvement in 
the roads and vehicles using them in and around the roads in the Sevenoaks area. 
The chapter concludes with an account of three robberies and an attempted 
robbery. 

Chapter V, " 1801 - 1840 , Mailcoaches and Balloons " includes an 
account a balloon flight in 1825 . The author remarks " The opportunity was 
there to transport conunemorative mail, but was not apparently taken. No mail was 
carried, or dropped ! " Other sections include the start of the local posts and 
statistics on the volume of trade. 

Chapter VI, " 1801 - 1839, Locals Surveys 5th Clause and Penny Posts " 
provides both the detail and background to a period of change and growth in the 
handling of the mails, which might be applied to many parts of the country 
(London excepted !). This is dealt with, very necessarily, in a separate 
chapter. 

Chapter VII, " 1839 - 1920, Railways, Local Growth and Expansion, 
World war I a long period which shaped much of the present day, both socially 
and postally. The sections include the reduced rates of postage; the Coming of 
the railways; local growth (again typical of changes throughout the country); 
delivery and collection times; agency services and non postal work and finished 
with the start of airmail and World war I. There is much detail, with many 
nuggets, which will be appreciated only after several readings. 

Chapter VIII, " 1920 - 1985/6, Motorisation, Wartime, Mechanisation " 
proves that postal history is a continuing subject, with new matters of interest 
appearing. The several sections include the inter war years; World war II; post 
war years and the story to 1986. 
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Chapter IX, " Parcels and Other Services " provides a study of this 
subject over much of the period dealt with in the preceding chapters. Both the 
GPO and non GPO activities are dealt with, including " Smugglers " ! 

References are not dealt with by footnotes but appear towards the end 
of the book. Although this does mean flicking back and forwards, a book mark 
assists and, frankly, the reviewer prefers this layout. There is also a chapter 
by chapter bibliography which affords anyone wishing to further study a 
particular aspect an easy source reference. Further general background 
references follow. 

An appendix details a brief catalogue of Sevenoaks postal history and 
its stamps and this Covers also all the surrounding area detailed in the sub 
title to the whole book. 

Maps are included inside the Covers . These, and some other hand drawn 
illustrations, were the only slightly disappointing feature being not as well 
executed as the rest of the book. Having said that, the wealth of maps, tables, 
photographs, letters et al are generally of a very high Standard, as is the 
writ ing. 

An example of this comes when dealing with the postal rates : 
"...letters to London from Sevenoaks appear to bear a 2d Charge, though it must 
be said that Charge mark numerals took on a shape of their own, 2, 3 and 7 often 
appearing identically shaped. This did not matter too much as, at any time, 
everyone ' knew the rate ' and what the squiggle represented. It is only 
historians that are troubled with the interpretation. " 

The cost of all this is £37 but it is available at £32 plus a 
contribution of £2.25 towards post and packing if ordered directly from the 
publishers, quoting LPHG. 

Woodvale Press, The Pond House, 
Claythorne, Tenterden, 
Kent. TN30 6SB 

Should you have it on your shelf ? The reviewer does not collect Kent 
and there is a great deal which some might consider not directly relating to 
postal history but this is one of those volumes which contains so much of real 
interest it is recommended for your bookshelf. If you are not sure, borrow it 
from your library and convince yourself. 

B00KS ON YOUR SHELF 

Just how many collectors rely on just one or two basic volumes never 
ceases to surprise the older collector who, through experience, realises the 
value of a good library. As a consequence, many do not derive as much pleasure 
from their material as they could. 

Do you have a well thumbed tome, other than the basic ( which, of 
course you have ) on which a review could be published in Notebook for the 
enlightenment and encouragement of others ? If you are not happy with a book 
then an adverse review is as welcome as a favourable. 

2 2 



U m i f c o r t 3 ß c £ t a l föiätavp ( S r o n p 
Index 91 - 106 

Compiled by A. J. Klrk 

Closed Box in Streatham 
District Labels 
Mail Guard Stamps 
North East Mis Sort Stamp 
South Norwood 49B: No Longer Rarity GPO 
Suburban Style Cancellation 
used in Central London 
Sunday Working in the Post Office 

FOREIGN BRANCH 

Unrecorded 'FP' of London : a Response 
Foreign Branch Free Stamps 
London 'FS 15' Special 
'Return From' , New Recording 
The Quartered Circle Stamps Issue 
to the Foreign Branch 1864-1900 

GENERAL POST 

General Post Receivers 
St. Martins Lane GP Receiving House 

INLAND BRANCH 

'81' Double Diamond, The 
Inland Section/London Postal Service 
Pearson Hill Machines 
Sunday Working in the Post office 
V2 drops In, A 

INSTRUCTIONAL STAMPS 

Endorse and Dispose 

LONDON PENNY POST 

Manuscript Receivers' Marks 

LONDON TWOPENNY POST 

P. Steenbruggen 
P. Steenbruggen 

J. Hine 
J. Beveridge 

J. Grimwood-Taylor 
B. Jay 
S. Smith 
M. Jackson 

M. Scott-Archer 

99/19 
99/20 

98/18: 100/ 5 
97/19 
97/10 

99/17 
100/17 

100/ 2 
96/ 4 
99/10 
99/13 

Issue 98 

B. 
M 

Jay 
Burtt 

M. Goodman 
D. Farmborough 
J.H.Miller 
J. Beveridge 
A. J. Kirk 

A. J. Kirk 

96/ 5 
97/11 

1 0 0 / 2 1 
99/16 

100/18 
100/17 
100 /22 

99/15 

99/ 2 

Country Sorting Offices 
MS Mark, The 
To Two Penny Letter-Men 
Twickenham ' MR' 

MACHINE CANCELLATIONS 

B. Evans 

96/ 2 
97/18 
97/18 
99/20 

Boston and International Machines R. Webb 
Hoster: The Official Paid Die 
International [Hey Dolphin] Single Impression 
Pearson Hill Machines J. H. Miller 

97/10 
99/ 9 
99/ 9 
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THE RECEIVERS AND HANDSTAMPS OFTHE LONDON POSTS 
Covering the General Post, Penny and Twopenny Posts of the Town Area 

1661 - 1849 
By Hugh V. Feldman 

A lbany Road T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

Location 

Receivers Name 

East f r om Old Kent Road to C a m b e r w e l l Road 

Wilmanton 
Wiltshire 

John 
Sebastian 

Period 
From 

1837 
1844 

To 
Directory Address 

1843 1 Waterloo Place, Albany Place 
1849 86 Albany Road 

Occupation 

Grocer & Cheesemonger 
Grocer 

A l t ^ I i y - R ? (Not recorded used) A l b a T l V - R P 
" p ^ ^ J Issued 30 October 1848 * - / 

Location 

Receivers Name 

Hunt 
Crabb 

Albany Street T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

East s ide of Regents Park 

Joseph 
James 

Period 
From 

1837 
1841 

Directory Address 
"o 

1840 91 Albany Street, Regents Park 
1849 61 Albany Street 

Occupation 

Grocer & Teaman 
Baker 

_ J T - P L _ 
Ä l b a n y S t R F K 

(1632 - 1836 In Black) 
(1836 - 1838 In Red) 

Albany-SJ 
(1839 - 1846) 

Wrapper bearing datestamp of 13 November 1837 on reverse 

Addressed to the "British and Foreign School Society" in Borough Road, Southv/ark 

L o c a t i o n 

Receivers Name 

Ballard 
Ballard 
Ledinaham 

Albermar ie Street General Post Of f ice 

West of B o n d Street ex i t ing into P iccad i l l y (See Bond Street) 

Barnaby 
Winifred 
John 

Period 
From 
1736 
1745 
1747 

1745 
1747 
1750 

Barnaby Ballard 
(1736 - 1745) 

John Ledingham 
(1749) 

Aldersgate Street General Post Of f ice 

L o c a t i o n Nor th of St. Mar t in 's- Ie-Grand (See Falcon Street) 

Receivers Name Period 

Jennings L Pre 

Directory Address 
To 

1834 1S38 
Occupation 

A l d e r s g a t e 
S t r e e t 

(1919) 



Aldersga te Street Penny Post Of f ice 

Location N o r t h o f S t M a r t i n ' s - I e - G r a n d 

T 

(1795 - 1796) 

2 -
( 1 8 0 0 ) 

Aldersga te Street Twopenny Post Of f ice 

j O - F e r ^ 

^ P O S T 

o 

(1804 - 1 8 1 4 ) 

> U n p a i d « ä -

^ F G A ^ 

Location 

Receivers Name 

D a v i e s J o s e p h 

(1816 - 1818) 

Aldga te T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

E a s t e n d o f L e a d e n h a l l S t r e e t 

Period 
From 

P r e 1 8 3 9 

Directory Address 
To 

Aldgate lpyPPaid 
1 8 4 9 2 7 A l d g a t e 

A l d j a t e 
2 p y - r - P a i d 

(1840 - 1843 In Blue) 
(1843 In Green) 

(1825- 1835) 

A l d g - a t e 1 D - P A I D 
(1844 - 1 8 5 1 In Blue) 

(1845 In Green) 
Issued 9 December 1843 

P — J T • PI 
|Ajd_ersgateSt 

(1821 - 1824 In Black) 
(1825 - 1828 In Red) 

Occupat ion 

C h e m i s t & D r u g g i s t 

d ö a t d 

(1824 - 1839 In Black) 
( ( 1 8 4 0 - 1 8 4 1 In Green) 

A l d g a t e 

(1844 - 1856 In Blue) 
(1847 In Green) 

Issued 9 December 1843 

A m w e l l Street Twopenny Post Of f ice 

L o c a t i o n N o r t h W e s t o f N e w R i v e r H e a d a n d S a d d l e r s W e l l s 

Receivers Name Period Directory Address Occupation 

Grocer& Italian Warehouse 

Period 
From To 

Child James Pre 1839 1849 54 Amwell Street 

A m w e 11 St 
IpyP-Pa id 

(1831 - 1833 In Black) 
(1837 - 1843 In Red) 

J T - p L 
Amwell St-

(1844 - 1847 In Red) 

A m w e l l - S ? 
(Not recorded used) 

Issued 28 September 1844 

A Tri well-St 
P - P A I D 

(1851 In Blue) 
Issued 21 August 1849 



Location 

Receivers Name 

Forrest 
Shelley 
Griffiths 

Aylesbury Street Twopenny Post Off ice 

East of Clerkenwel l Green at St. J o h n ' s Street (See St. J o h n ' s St reet ) 

Francis 
Thomas 
John 

Period 
From To 
1838 1840 
1841 1844 
1845 1845 

Directory Address 

7 Aylesbury St. 
35 Clerkenwell Green 
41 Clerkenwell Green 

Occupation 

Tallow-Dealer 
Baker 
Chemist & Druggist 

I T - P l 
A y l e s b u r y S t 

Äl 7] c }\i 1 vt 
j f i y i u . ^ i v \xi v.>. 

(1836 - 1838) (1839 - 1812) 

~ i * - -7 
/ . 

£/K!0M/£aGU, «MrrtaiwH, 
l'th April, 

GKSTU'MER, 

I AM direcied by the Comraittee 

Jippointed by the Court relative to the Ute treatment of 

Scotth Iri*li Pt-upurt, to in^uire at what dtily rate 

11 would be wüllw; !o liiakifaui such Poujvers in tomt 

Workhonse, frotn the timu of the makisgthe Orders Cor 

thoir Kmioval ans.il the Siiiliag of the Ves6tls to U- «ni . 

s idfcii 1er their WMiveyastfi 1o SnotSar.d or Irolsr.ii. 

I nm, Oentltuier;, 

Yourmost ohedient Sm -;uit, 

CHARLES W l i l G H T . 

CUrk to ihr. Oommhtt* 

Printed Notice dated 17 April 1S29 from Clerkenwell and handed into the Aylesbury Street 
Lener Receiver on the follov.'ing daya Chief Office datestamp for the 1S April 1829 on reverse 



Bagn igge Wel ls T w o p e n n y Post O f f i ce 

Location See inset map 

Receivers Name 

Davies 
Bragg 

Christopher 
William 

Period 
From 
1846 
1849 

To 
1848 
1849 

BagniggeWells 
1 D - P A I D 

(Not recorded used) 
Issued 23 June 1848 

BagniggeWells 
(1848- 1849) 

Issued 23 June 1848 

i T " 
•: TnnSsrjjMV 

Vy>A W-hK* 

l v.. 

W A 

T p 

t'mt;f f ' 

w ; 

Mogg's Street Directory Published 1810 

Baisover Street General Post Of f i ce 

Location East of Por t land Street (N 

Receivers Name Period 
From To 

Newton Isaac 1769 1771 
Bailey Joseph 1771 1775 
Davies John 1775 1777 
Grocer Joseph 1777 1787 
Swindon John 1790 1790 

Location 

Barb ican T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

Hast s ide of A ldersgate Street 

Receivers Name Period Directory Address 
From To 

Howsen Benjamine Pre 1839 1839 38 Barbican 
Dewick Will iam 1840 1845 46 Barbican 
Taylor Benjamine 1846 1848 31 Barbican 
Roberts John 1849 1849 31 Barbican 

B a r b i c a n 
] p y P P a i d 

(1840 - 1844 In Black) 
(1840 In Red) 

Barbican 
P - P A I D 

B a r b i c a n 
2 p y P'Paid 

(1827 In Red) 

Barbican 
(1846) 

Issued 24 July 1845 
(Not recorded used) 
Issued 24 March 1846 

Occupation 

Stationer & Machine Ruler 
Printers 
Teadealer 
Teadealer 

T PL 
B a r b i c a n 

(1834 - 1838 In Red) 

BARBI l c a n 
(Not recorded used) 
Issued 30 June 1846 

Barbican 
1 D — P A I D 

(Not recorded used) 
Issued 2 June 1848 

Barbican 

(1848 - 1854) 
Issued 2 June 1848 



Barnsbury NO T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

Location On east side of L iverpool Road 

Receivers Name 

East Samual 
Liley Joseph 

Period 
From 
1848 
1849 

Barns bury-NO 
1 D - P A I D 

(1849) 
Issued 3 February 1847 

To 
1848 
1849 

B a r n s b u r y - N . O 

(1852 In Blue) 
Issued 3 February 1848 

Barnsburjy-R? 

(No( recordsd used) 
Issued 6 December 1848 

Battersea T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

Location 

Receivers Name 

Griffin James 

See Inset Map 

Period 
From To 

Pre1844 Post 1844 

Directory Address 

Battersea Square 

B a t t e r s e y 

Z p y P - P a i d 
(1810 In Red) 

Battersea 
1 D - P A I D 

(Not recorded used) 
Issued 31 May 1844 

B a t t e r s e 3 

1 ? - P A I D 
(Not recorded used) 

Issued 24 October 1849 

Occupation 

House Agent 

f,:/ 

W f : f \ 

-v' sXyfi- I 
.jW*-'" i&n 

Mogg's London Street Directory Published 1810 

Batt ie Br idge T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

L o c a t i o n Top end of Gray 's Inn Lane (Present Site of Kings Cross Station) 

Receivers Name Period Directory Address 

1 Pleasent Row (from 1840 notice) 

Period 
From 

Stead John Henry Pre 1838 
To 
1849 

Occupation 

T 1P 
B a t t l e B ü J ( B a t t i e B g e 

(1827 - 1831 In Red) (1832 - 1839 in Red) 

B a t t l e B r i d r e 
I » - R A I D 

(1841 - 1849 In Red) 

Bayswater T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

Location 

Receivers Name 

N o r t h e n d o f T h e B r o a d W a l k H y d e P a r k 

Period Di-ectory Address 
From To 

Giles Joseph Pre1S44 Post 1844 21 Bayswater Terrace (From P.O. Notice) 

Occupation 

T . P Bayswater Bayswater 
1 D - F A I D 

(1838 • 1847) (1842) 



L 

Location 

Receivers N a m e 

Savage Richard 
A d a m s E l i z a b e t h 

Tombs William 
Pritchard William 

Beaumont Street General Post Of f ice 

Intersect ing Devonshire Street west of Wimpole Street 

Period 
From To 
1804 1815 
1 • If 7 
1818 Post 1820 

Pre 1834 1838 

Directory Address Occupat ion 

Beaumont Street, Portland Place Bookseller 

jj B E A u m v s m 
i; c Cr *~r 
j - v i i " - .1* 

(1804) 

B £ V O N \ S H I R E 
• • - S T R £ £ T 

D E V O N S H I R E S T 

(1831) 
Issued 24 May 1831 

Location 

Receivers N a m e 

Smith James 

Period 
From 

Pre 1838 
To 

1849 

B e l v i d e r e P S K 

l p y P - P a i d 

/ T : P l 

BelviderePl 
(1840 - 1843 In B lack ) 

(1843 In B lue) 
(1823 - 1842) 

( 1 8 3 2 - 1 8 3 7 ) 

Belvidere Place T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

North side of Borough Road, Soutwark (wlthln the Rules of The Kings Bench Prlson) 
See General Post Office Kings Bench Office 

B e l v i d e r e P l a c e 

r ,D p A i D 
(1843 - 1845) 

Issued 16 Augus t 1843 

Beivedere Place 
(Not recorded used) 

Issued 18 August 1843 

Belvidere Place 
(1849) 

Issued 6 May 1846 

Berkeley Square General Post Of f ice 

Location South East end of Mount Street, Mayfair 

Receivers Name Period 
From To 

Jones (Mr.) 1755 1755 
Wilkinson Peter 1755 1761 
Clemson George 1761 1785 4 Berkeley Square Glover 
Clemson Jane 1785 1791 4 Berkeley Square Glover 
Dangerfield Thomas 1791 1811 26 Berkeley Square Stationer 
Rice Charles 1812 1837 28 Berkeley Square Bookseiler 
Rice Charles 1838 1838 123 Mount Street, Berkeley Square Bookseller 

- B e r k e ! ; e v i 

f 
t _ 

ü ä r c 

George Clemson 
(1769 - 1777) 

(1795 - 1805) 

Berkeley Square Penny Post Of f ice 

B E R K Y 

S M 

M o u n t 

S t r e e r . H 

(1832-1939 In Black) 
( 1 8 2 2 - 1840 In Red) 

(1795) 



L o c a t i o n 

Receivers Name 

King Mary 

Berkeley Street Wes t Twopenny Post Off ice 

Between Berke ley Square and P iccad i l l y 

Period 
From 
1838 

BerkeleyS West 
1 P P A I D 

(Not recorded used) 
Issued 10 June 1843 

To 
1845 

B e r k e l e y s W e s t 
(1847 In Red) 

Issued 10 June 1843 

B e r k e l e y S W e s t 
(1854 In Blue) 

Issued 25 May 1849 

Berkel eyWest 
1 D - P A I D 

(1850) 
Issued 25 May 1849 

B e r m o n d s e y Street General Post Of f ice 

L o c a t i o n East of B o r o u g h High Street and s o u t h of Too ley Street 
(See inse t map be low) 

Receivers Name Period 
From To 

William Carpenter 1813 Post1820 

Bermondsey 
Street 

(1826) 

Receivers Name 

Drew T h o m a s 
Bundey Thomas 

B e r m o n d s e y Street T w o p e n n y Post Off ice 

Period 
From 

Pre 1838 
1845 

To 
1844 
1849 

Directory Address 

80 Bermondsey Street 
203 Bermondsey Street 

Occupation 

Oil & Leather Warehouse 
Grocer 

F t ^ P ! _ B e r m o n d y s t ] 
(1826-1830) 

Bermondsey.St 
(1839) 

Bermondsey-S1 

1? - P A I D 
(Not recorded used) 

Issued 1 June 1844 

Map Published by Edward Mogg 1810 



6 
Berner Street T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

Location 

Receivers Name 

Speller Edward 
Taylor Robert 

See map inset 

Period 
From 

Pre 1838 
1843 

Directory Address 
To 
1842 36 Berners Street 
1845 49 Newman Street 

Occupation 

Grocer & Italian Warehouse 
Stationer (See Charles Street) 

Xen'nuu v 
Strcrt 

£VR_\U1> 
. A Suiv:ri,j turr/:/r I 1 hi II fa ?.s _•,„ 

d' iMrmu!:»' „ 

• D A 
Je CisiliT I L 0 0 

Ä P (B^nKSBQeGj fZ 

0 • 
QQ 
a a 

hernos Stra • • A • 

1 3 T H .1 a a vi v i r D 

Part 65. Charles & Monimer Streets trom Tallis's 
Street Views Published 1839 - 1840 

^oF yp 
> , , • | r 

'^nerS^ 
^ U n p a i d T • P 

Berner s St 
(1814 -1622) (1823 - 1827) 

TP 
Berners S 1 " 

B e r n e r s ' S ' t 
l p y P P a i d 

(1840) (1840 In Red) 

Berwick Street T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

L o c a t i o n Sou th s ide of Ox fo rd Street and wes t of S o h o Square 

Receivers Name Period Directory Address 
From To 

Leath Richard 1844 1848 87 Berwick Street 
Burman James Meffett 1849 1849 17 Berwick Street 

B e r w i c k B e r w i c k S S B e r w i c k - S t B e r w i c k - S ? 

1 P - P A I D 1 D - P A I D 

Occupation 

Grocer & Teadealer 
Grocer 

(1843) 
Issued 1 May 1843 

(1843 - 1848 In Red) 
Issued 1 May 1843 

(Not Recorded used) 
Issued 1 September 1848 

(1848- 1849 In Red) 
1850 -1853 In Blue) 

Issued 1 September 1848 

Bethnal Green T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

Location 

Receivers Name Period Directory Address Occupation 
From To 

Occupation 

Pitts William Char. Pre 1838 1844 
Impey Will iam 1845 1848 141 Bethnal Green Road Grocer 
Impey Mary Elizabeth 1849 1849 141 Bethnal Green Road Grocer 

(1804 - 1809) 

^ o - P e i ^ 
> 1 ' P O S T ^ /T^PL 

( B e t h n a l G " , (1824 - 1836) 



Bishopsgate T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

T > p l r n - r r ^ 
Bifhopsgäte] IBishopgate 

(1823 - Pre 1838 In Red) (Post 1823 - 1838 In Red) 

Bishopgate Bishop gate 
2 p y R P a i a 3 p y P P a i d 

(1837 In Red) (1836 -1838 In Red) 

Part 30, Bishopsgate Street Within trom John Tallis's 
Street Views Published 1B3B - 1840 

Ipfppaid ^mm 
(1803 In Red) (1813 - 1832 In Red) (1839 In Red) 

BishopgateS'Itki BishopgateSHViihin Bishopsg-ate-SÄm Bishopsgate-SÄm 
1 P - P A I D ~ 1D~PAID 

Bishopsga te Wi th in T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

L o c a t i o n Seemapinset 

Receivers Name 

Moore 
Scott 

Wil l iam 
A d a m 

Period 
From 

Pre 1838 
1844 

To 
1843 
1846 

Directory Address 

63 Bishopsgate Within 
72 Bishopsgate Within 

Occupation 

Bookseiler, Stationer & Paper Hanger 
Teadealers, Scott & Thorpe 

(1643 - 184w 

Issued 19 May 1843 
(1844 - 1838) 

Issued 19 May 1843 
(1848 - 1849 In Black) 
1849 - 1851 In Blue) 

Issued 6 October 1848 

(1848 - 1849 In Black) 
(1850 - 1851 In Blue) 
Issued 6 October 1848 



Bishopsgate Wi thou t T w o p e n n y Post Of f ice 

Location 

Receivers Name 

Castle 
Lawrence 
Lawrance 
Good 

See Map on p rev ious page 

Period 
From To 

Thomas Pre 1838 1841 
Thomas Samual 1842 1846 
Sarah Ann 1847 1848 
Richard 1849 1849 

V? P O S T 

(1802) 

BishopgateWiÜiout 1P-PATD 

Directory Address 

157 Bishopsgate Without 
160 Bishopsgate Without 

63 Bishopsgate Street 

- H T ^ p l 

BpsGateW°yt-

(1820 - 1837 In Red) 

BisliopsgateWithoob 
l D - P A I D 

Occupation 

Grocers, Castle & Clerk 
Hosier & Glover 

Stationers, Good & Son 

BpsGa teW 0 « 
1 py P Paid 

(1840 In Red) 

BisVjps gateWit/knit 

(1842 In Red) (Not recorded used) 
Issued 15 April 1848 

(Undated In Red) 
Issued 15 April 1848 

Please send me further issues o f the Hugh Feldman working papers on 

The Receivers and Handstamps of the London Posts 

narae 

address 

post code 

send to the Notebook Editor 
64 Gordon Road 
Carshalton Beeches 
Surrey 
SM5 3RE 



* 




